To the Editor








Sheffield Star

York St

Sheffield S1 1PU
 January 2012

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Dear sir/ madam

A hugely significant ballot of Sheffield council tenants is taking place next week regarding the future of Sheffield’s Council Housing.

Sheffield Homes, an arms-length management organisation (ALMO), was set up in 2004 in order to access money for major refurbishment of the council housing stock. Council housing had been denied adequate capital funding since the early 1980s as part of Thatcher’s overall attacks on working people.
The Decent Homes refurbishment scheme is now nearly complete, so in future there is no need for a separate organisation to manage the council housing stock.

Bringing housing management back in-house directly with the Council will abolish the expensive duplication of services and legal functions that currently exist .  
Savings made, around £1 ½ million per year, can be re-invested in council housing services. Last year Rotherham Council brought management of council housing back in-house, to save about £1m a year.
This Coalition Government wants ALMOs to become Housing Associations, private sector organisations that make money for the banks and building societies via private finance.

Tenants need to follow the Council recommendation and vote YES for direct, accountable housing management with the Council. 

Defend public sector services, and say NO to creeping privatisation.
Yours faithfully

